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family. Yes, we are happy to have them 
with us; but with their busy (I almost 
said, hectic!) schedule, we are not sure 
how much of the time they will be here 
in person, and how much of the time 
they will be here only "in spirit." In 
either case, we shall feel and enjoy the 
warmth of their presence. 
I am sure the first part of the above 
verse has also been true in the lives of 
Brother and Sister Ginder: "They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength"; and this, doubtless, has been 
the secret of their usefulness, through 
the years, to the cause of Christ and the 
church. May God give them many more 
years of such usefulness! 
Henry and Martha Ginder have given a 
lifetime of service to the church. Retiring in 
1978 as Bishop of the Allegheny Conference, 
Brother Ginder now travels across the church 
on behalf of Messiah College and the Board 
for Missions, as well as speaking in retreats 
and spiritual growth services. 
The author, C. W. Boyer, has been active 
in congregational and brotherhood life for 
over 50 years. 
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The Spiritual Syndrome 
Edward Kuhlman & Howard Landis 
"You give and give until there's nothing 
left to give. You're drained and what do 
you get in return—indifference and incon-
sideration!" 
These words could come from any of 
the Lord's people who seek to serve him 
by helping others. In particular, they 
seem to represent an increasingly (not to 
mention alarming) expressed sentiment 
by those who labor for the Lord in var-
ious phases of ministry. Although there 
have always been candid disclosures of 
discontent f rom workers, the present 
situation seems to be unique in several 
important ways. First of all, the senti-
ments arise principally f rom the rela-
tionship with other people rather than 
f rom mere frustration with difficulties in 
accomplishing projects. Secondly, the 
impact upon the worker is manifested in 
inward exhaus t ion which has been 
labeled "burn-out." 
"Burn-out" is a term becoming more 
common in the vocabulary of people 
who are involved in helping relation-
ships with other people. Most notice-
ably, it has surfaced among those who 
minister to the deep emotional and spir-
itual needs others have. Typically, such 
relationships are quite intense, touching 
sensitive and painful areas of the life. 
The worker in his ministering assumes 
much of the suffering unto himself. 
The literature dealing with difficulties 
among helping professionals (doctors, 
social workers, counselors, teachers, etc.) 
reports that such intensity in the rela-
tionship takes its toll by draining the 
helper of his own emotional resources. 
The resultant condition is an "exhaus-
tion syndrome" characterized by depres-
sion (often mixed with anger), resent-
fulness, and impersonalized feelings to-
ward the people one has attempted to 
help. 
Admittedly, there has always been 
strain and stress in lives which are com-
mitted to Christ and to whom he has 
"committed the ministry of reconcilia-
tion." However, as the nature and mag-
nitude of the problems in the lives of 
many people, including those in churches, 
have increased (related, no doubt to 
decline in society generally), there has 
been a greater demand on the resources 
and energies of many of God's servants. 
There seem to be a daily deluge of crises 
with which more and more Christians 
need to cope. Marital and family prob-
lems as well as a host of psychological 
and emotional disorders have required 
that God's workers invest themselves 
more critically in the lives of other peo-
ple. Often the return on this investment 
is fairly meager, with little positive results 
being produced. Understandably, the 
servant of God may be tempted toward 
cynicism about the value of such efforts. 
An adversary relationship between the 
two may develop, displacing the "advo-
cacy relationship" which is more Bibli-
cally justified. Often unconsciously, an 
erosion process begins until the worker 
views the person whom he sought to 
help as an ungrateful and insensitive 
adversary who deserves the kind of mis-
ery which he is getting. Such a state may 
produce emotional fatigue and bitter-
ness with accompanying physical symp-
toms such as headaches, intestinal tract 
disorders, hypertension, etc. 
Awareness of the possibility that such 
a condition can occur is prerequisite to 
prevention a n d / o r treatment. None of 
God's servants is immune. Highly es-
teemed and recognized servants of Christ 
who have labored diligently for the Lord 
may be as susceptible to its onset as the 
ministers and leaders of local churches 
who shepherd small flocks unnoticed 
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and unrewarded. The Apostle Paul is 
quick to remind us that "we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels. . ." (II Cor. 
4:7). Our adversary, the Devil, delights 
in making God's saints adversaries to 
one another. Burn-out is characterized 
by that feeling and condition. 
Signs and Symptoms 
We need to be alert to the onset of 
burn-out. We will find ourselves talking 
in "de-personalized" ways about fellow 
believers or unbelievers whom we are 
trying to help. The situations in which 
we are involved with them will be stress-
ful and we will find ourselves feeling 
tense in their presence, harboring scorn-
ful attitudes toward them. A crucial sign 
is when we begin seeing their problems 
as the consequence solely of their irres-
ponsible living which we now conclude 
they rightly deserve. All of this will drain 
us emotionally until we have nothing to 
give them, and we may be near "the 
castaway" stage of which the Apostle 
Paul speaks. 
Such a state may produce 
emotional fatigue and bitter-
ness with accompanying 
physical symptoms such as 
headaches, intestinal tract 
disorders, etc. . . . None of 
God's servants is immune. 
As teachers, we find ourselves guilty 
at times of "objectifying" students in 
whom we have invested ourselves and 
f rom whom we see little response or 
growth. At that point it is easy to 
become antagonistic toward them and 
we sense the symptoms of professional 
burn-out. Endless hours are spent in 
seeking solutions to problems, in prayer 
and in other kinds of assistance. We 
often feel ourselves giving and giving but 
seeing little results. Many times after the 
investment of time and energy, the stu-
dents engage in utterly irresponsible 
behavior. Then, like a deflated balloon, 
we feel energies dissipated into the air. 
Anger, depression and the beginnings of 
cynicism begin to gnaw at us. 
Scriptural Models 
There are many personalities in Scrip-
ture who could have been susceptible to 
burn-out but surprisingly were not. A 
notable example is the Apostle Paul, 
who perhaps more than any other New 
Testament person (our Lord Jesus ex-
cepted) was intensely involved in the 
lives of other people. He confessed that 
the more he loved the Corinthian Chris-
tians, the less love he received f rom 
them. Certainly, he would have been a 
prime candidate for burn-out, but to the 
end he persevered vigorously in the pur-
suits for which he had been appre-
hended of Christ. In the Old Testament, 
Moses was a man who felt the tremen-
dous burden of other people's lives for a 
full forty years, and with the critical 
exception of speaking "unadvisedly with 
his lips" and striking the rock, he with-
stood the temptation to burn-out. 
Among the godly men of Scripture, 
Jeremiah in a special sense embodies the 
burn-out problem. Set by God in the 
midst of an obstinate, rebellious nation 
whose burdens he carred daily, he 
nevertheless did not succumb to the spir-
itual exhaustion syndrome. He agon-
ized over the condition of that calloused 
people whom God had so graciously 
blessed and he invested himself in their 
very lives, receiving only scorn and 
rejection in return. His lamentations are 
replete with references to that despair. 
Were more sorrowful words (reminis-
cent of the words that fell f rom the lips 
of our Lord) uttered than these? "Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
Behold and see if there be any sorrow 
like unto my sorrow . . ." (Lam. 1:12). 
The secret (if we may call it that) to 
Jeremiah's strength is found in that 
penetrating ray of light which pierced 
his personal darkness: "This I recall to 
my mind; therefore have I hope. It is of 
the Lord's mercies that we are not con-
sumed (burned-out), because his com-
passions fail not. They are new every 
morning: great is Thy faithfulness." 
(Lam. 3:22-23). 
Prevention of Burn-out 
The critical consideration in prevent-
ing worker burn-out is the clear realiza-
tion that God is merciful and that his 
mercies are sufficient. As he clouded the 
children of Israel f rom the scorching sun 
of the wilderness during their 40-year 
trek, he will shelter us under the canopy 
of His mercies. God's mercies are a 
balm, a salve, an ointment which needs 
to be applied to wounds. God's mercies 
are our spiritual fuel which energize us. 
Unlike the depletion of energy resources 
today, God's mercies are limitless. There 
is no exhaustion of that supply. 
We must, however, avail ourselves of 
them daily. Like the manna that fell in 
the wilderness, they are only adequate 
for the day. Yesterday's mercies have 
been used and tomorrow's are not avail-
able. Only today's are there and our 
kind Heavenly Father readily dispenses 
them. Annie Flint has wisely written: 
"When we have exhausted our store 
of endurance 
* 
when our strength has failed, ere the 
day is half done 
when we reach the end of our hoarded 
resources 
our Father's free giving has only begun 
. . . for out of His infinite riches in Jesus 
He giveth, and giveth and giveth 
again." 
There is psychological soundness in 
the realization that strength and energy 
are for the day. Although plans and 
vision may project into the future, expec-
tations should be circumscribed by the 
daily demands which are given us. Often 
our disappointments with the lack of 
progress in the lives of those people 
whom we are trying to help is entirely 
justified and the lack of visible return on 
our personal emotional investment leaves 
us empty. But we need in a very deliber-
ate and rational way to commit the 
efforts of the day to the Lord and not 
permit a residuum of despair to develop. 
When the sun sets, so must emotional 
expendi ture , though not our hear t 
concern. 
November 25, 1980 3 
Believer Burn-out 
We have not been constituted by God 
in ways that permit unrelenting demands 
upon us. In his divine providence, the 
Lord may have to permit exhaustion to 
occur so that we will seek restorative 
activity or inactivity. Our Lord Jesus did 
not hesitate "to come apart" from the 
multitudes whose demands upon him 
would no doubt have enervated others. 
He encouraged the disciples to seek soli-
tude often. Variety in the activities of 
our lives not only adds spice but pre-
serves sanity. No less a mystic than A. 
W. Tozer, whose daily delight was pro-
longed engagement in divine contem-
plation and intense service to others, 
confessed that we are not constituted in 
ways that permit uninterrupted involve-
ment in "narrowly spiritual" activities. 
Perhaps angelic beings can enjoy such 
sublime preoccupation but our feeble 
constitutional "wineskins" will burst. 
Therefore, we need a respite. Why else 
has the Lord in wisdom created such 
infinite varieties in this universe if not 
for diversions and creative distraction? 
Meeting the people we serve on other 
levels than the "exclusively spiritual" is 
another antidote to burn-out. Social, 
recreational and casual exchanges as 
well as so-called intensely spiritual rela-
tionships add freshness to our perspec-
tives of others. These added dimensions 
serve to filter the otherwise intense emo-
tional pressures we may experience. As 
a prism breaks down the strong and 
unbearable bright light of the sun's rays 
into muted shades and hues, so involve-
ments with people in situations other 
than church activities allow the richness 
of the relationships to develop. 
Burn-out is fostered by a climate of 
unremitting stressful, interpersonal rela-
tionships in which, like an electrical cir-
cuit that has been overloaded, short-
circuits can readily occur. Now, not all 
stress is bad. In fact, a stressless life can 
be bland, unproductive and meaningless 
routine. "£«stress" (good stress) taps 
our creative capacities. God never intends 
that we prance blithely through life, 
oblivious to struggle or conflict. There 
is, however, a critical level beyond which 
God's servants dare not go in their 
involvements with other people's lives. 
"Having done all, to stand," is a justifia-
ble Biblical injunction. We are being 
presumptuous (not to mention proud) if 
we begin "to think (of ourselves) more 
highly than we ought to think," (Romans 
12:3) and feel we can accomplish things 
in others' lives which are beyond us. We 
entertain this notion and undertake those 
activities to our emotional peril. 
Our present high-power society and 
the competitive climate within the church 
places a premium upon success as mea-
sured by numbers of people and tangible 
accomplishments. The ocean of "self-
help" and "other-help" books which 
flood Christian bookstands have con-
tributed to this popular idea that any-
body is equipped to help everybody in 
all areas of life. Well meaning but never-
theless unwise advice along these lines 
has gotten Christians in hot water, over 
their heads, and this has rendered them 
susceptible to burn-out. They mistake 
such suggestions for help as mandates to 
correct all errors and solve all problems. 
Commercial Christianity (principally in 
the form of charismatic television pro-
gramming) has similarly suggested that 
something loosely called "love" is the 
answer to everyone's questions and the 
cure for all disorders, and we are chal-
lenged to "get involved" with everyone. 
This is unwise. The need in and of itself 
is never our personal mandate to meet it 
with our personal abilities. Of course, 
the Gospel compels us to love and serve 
but there are realistic limits to our per-
sonal contributions to specific difficul-
ties which people are experiencing. Wis-
dom must guide our behavior and it is 
the wise worker who knows his limit-
ations. 
At times we must confess frankly and 
unapologetically that we do not have the 
personal resources to deal with some of 
the intensely personal problems of other 
people. We must refer them to others 
who are better prepared to handle the 
situation. 
The concept of a plurality of eldership 
in a local church (if it is functioning 
properly) certainly provides a spiritual 
resource pool f rom which to draw. The 
"two-by-two" ministry will reduce the 
drain on any one pastor. No one in a 
church should presume to be the single 
source of spiritual help. The reservoir of 
guidance should be fed f rom many spir-
itual springs. Churches which place the 
responsibility on the pastor must be par-
ticularly alert to this situation and not 
allow the burden to fall upon one person 
who could become prey to burn-out 
rather readily. 
i 
Remedies for Burn-out 
Selectivity is a prime consideration in 
all of our personal involvements. We 
must remember that, although our "heart 
is enlarged" in love and compassion, our 
spiritual breasts are not capable of feed-
ing the whole world. If we choose to 
enter into an intense relationship with 
some in order to help them, we must be 
careful that it is a problem that we can 
handle and which will not burn us out. 
There must be "break-ins" in the rela-
tionship or it can lead to "break-downs." 
The time frame and frequency of con-
tact must be paced to assure refreshment 
and spiritual renewal. Prolonged, sus-
tained contact is the critical element in 
burn-out. 
Variety of activity is necessary to dis-
sipate the stress which may develop. 
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Generally, we should choose involve-
ment in activities which are quite unlike 
the ones which characterize the relation-
ship with the people we are helping. 
Intense physical activity is a good 
"counter-stress" to the spiritual and 
emotional involvement. Self-activities 
(such as reading, writing, personal hob-
bies, gardening) are good suggestions 
for relieving the intensity of personal 
interaction. Group activities which make 
little demand upon our inner resources 
(golf, sewing, crafts, etc.) provide a con-
text for diffusing the inner tensions, as 
well as jogging which is a non-competi-
tive, physically (but not emotionally) 
stressful activity which both counter-
stresses (the body works hard) and is 
stress-relieving (the mind can relax and 
reflect). Research, incidentally, continues 
to demonstrate the remarkable thera-
peutic benefits of isolated, non-competi-
tive activities such as jogging, walking, 
bicycling, etc. 
Some people may question the need 
for these kinds of approaches and state 
that the Lord is sufficient and his grace is 
sufficient. We certainly concur that the 
Lord is adequate for all circumstances in 
which he places us, but we would be 
quick to add that discernment and wis-
dom are assumed to be exercised by us. 
Particularly, we feel we need special sen-
sitivity to this rather new manifestation 
of what may indeed be a perennial prob-
lem for Christian workers and helpers. 
We reiterate that the number and nature 
of the problems that are receiving more 
and more attention are in some ways 
problems which were not so prevalent 
previously, nor were people who needed 
help so quick to solicit it. Additionally, 
the intensity of the relationship which is 
often required in the solution to the 
problem is itself a comparatively new 
feature. The crisis nature of the com-
plaints may require us to become imme-
diately involved. The lack of luxury of 
time for review and reconsideration 
often gets us in over our heads. 
All of our approaches to personal, 
spiritual burn-out rest firmly on the 
premise that the mercies of the Lord, 
daily manifested, are our resources. As 
we prudently commit ourselves to Him 
and evaluate our personal capabilities, 
we need not, like the comet that streaks 
through the sky blazing but short-lived, 
burn-out. 
More than twenty years ago, in a little 
New Jersey town, one of the writers was 
introduced to a short, lively little man, 
well in his tenth decade of life whose face 
beamed as Moses' must have when he 
descended the Mount and whose blue 
eyes sparkled with anticipation of what 
God would yet do in his life. After a 
lifetime of devotion to the Savior, there 
was not the slightest hint of burn-out in 
him. That man, T. O. Chisolm, had 
penned these words: 
"Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my 
Father 
There is no shadow of turning with 
Thee 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions 
they fail not 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt 
be. 
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy 
faithfulness 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath pro-
vided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto . n me. 
Edward Kuhlman and Howard Landis are 
members of the Messiah College faculty. 
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F a t h e r in H e a v e n , t h a n k you for th is a s s i g n m e n t 
To g a t h e r s o m e r a t h e r n e b u l o u s i m p r e s s i o n s 
W e a v e t h e m in to l a n g u a g e 
A n d set t h e m d o w n in concre te s en tence s t ruc tu re . 
T h a n k you for t h i s brief wh i l e to be a lone 
A n d for th i s a v a i l a b l e t y p e w r i t e r and pape r , 
In o the r w o r d s , Lord, t h a n k you for V o n g s a m p h a n h . 
(He's my young, p e r s i v e Laotian student who to ld 
another teacher friend that "Think" was all he did for 
the two years he s p e n t in a Thai refugee c amp . He 
had wanted to read, but no books were available.) 
T h a n k you also, Fa ther , for the f r e e d o m tha t 
M e a n s so l i t t le to so m a n y of us, 
A f r e e d o m w e so r ead i ly a s s u m e we'l l 
K n o w t o m o r r o w , a n d then s u r e l y 
P a s s on to our ch i ld ren and they to the i r s . 
(Oh, dear Father, how I rejoice for the enabling you 
gave seventeen-year-old Hey in our class today. For 
her Engl ish is a third language and already she finds 
herself speaking it in her dreams! She is n o w main-
streaming in a typical high school setting and com-
mented without solicitation that A m e r i c a n students 
"Eat just a little chicken and t h r o w the res t away. 
Why they do that?") 
So f ree am I, Fa the r , t ha t I can choose to 
S e w m y o w n c lo thes , to visi t a hos t of s to res to 
Buy t h e m a n d s a v e s o m e t ime, 
Or, if t ime a n d m o n e y d i sa l low, 
T h e n at the Re-Uz-I t s h o p You gen t ly point out 
T h i s and t h i s a n d tha t . 
(Yes, Fa ther , just today did I learn that "color" denotes 
freedom. How i t must have hurt Hey, Yin, and all their 
other Cambodian f r i e n d s to dip each co ior fu i gar-
m e n t in black dye. O r d id it hurt? They knew well 
that submitting to the constant black garb would let 
them live. Exist, that is, t o satisfy the mentality of their 
o v e r l o r d s that "freedom" was no longer in their 
minds . ) 
A n d n o w on th i s r a i ny S a t u r d a y morn ing , Fa ther , 
The re is f u r t h e r r e a s o n for g ra t i t ude . 
No one is forc ing me to w o r k in d i t ches f r o m 
Four th is morn ing to n ine ton igh t— 
Not s topp ing to get out of the ra in or 
Seek a change into d ry clothes. 
(So many of my new f r i e n d s bear w i t n e s s , Father, to 
such or similar pressures under whichthey lived and 
worked. These su rv ived , s u r m o u n t e d , and escaped. 
Others of their friends and relatives did not: some 
chose to remain in the homelands, others were liqui-
dated earlier because of their higher station in life, 
still others just could not withstand the pressures 
thrust upon them.) 
Father , let me not p r e s u m e tha t so s i ngu l a r l y b le s sed 
As I h a v e been here tofore , 
So shal l I a l w a y s be. 
G r a n t t ha t I wil l ever more and more g r a t e f u l be 
To You. T h a t I wil l learn to p ra i se You 
Ever more read i ly in m y m o t h e r t o n g u e of Engl ish . 
A n d in the quie t d e p t h s of m y very sp i r i t and soul 
Be more a t t u n e to You in the ve ry a t t i t ude of p ra i se . 
( A n d n o w , dear Father, as I review these lines writ-
ten here and as I realize how inadequately these 
words express the p r a i s e that is Your due, I recall 
Voro and his painful grappling to express himself in 
a new language. Thank you for what he a n d others 
like him have to teach me of persistence and effort, of 
diligence and discipline, and of deep and heartfelt 
gratitude. They are students of Engl ish a s s p e a k e r s 
of other languages. My school ing continues as well. 
You're such a faithful Instructor: let me somehow, in 
some way, impart Your faithfulness to these who 
continue to look to m e for instruction. As we con-
tinue to encounter each other, let us together encoun-
ter You.) 
About the author: Janet teaches English to speakers of other lan-
guages in cooperation with school systems near her home in Lancas-
ter County, PA. She is a member of the Mastersonville (PA) 
congregation. 
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Church News 
Allegheny 
Sunday, October 5, was Balloon Sunday for the 
Big Valley congregation. After the morning wor-
ship service, messages were placed into balloons 
that were then released in the air. 
The Dillsburg congregation held Revival Servi-
ces October 5-12, with Saturday night being 
Youth Night. "A Sandwich or Christ?" was the 
topic used by evangelist, Rev. Clyde Ross, as he 
shared with the youth. • The Messiah Village 
congregation observed World Missions f rom Oct. 
26-Nov. 2. Speakers f rom various mission fields 
were present. 
Atlantic 
Spiritual Life Renewal services were held by the 
Manheim congregation Oct. 19-26. The evangelist 
was Rev. Simon Lehman Jr. • A Harvest Ingath-
ering was held by the Pequea congregation on 
Sunday, Oct. 19. Contributions were given to the 
Living Memorial Fund of Messiah Village. 
The Speedwell Heights congregation held a 
Christian Workers' dinner at the church, on Fri-
day evening, Sept. 26. 
Canadian 
The Bridlewood congregation reports Ron Loft-
house shared about M C C to the congregation 
during the morning worship service on Oct. 19. He 
also shared with the combined youth and adult 
Sunday school classes. 
Dave Wilton, a member of the Saskatoon's 
Police Force, was the guest speaker for the Men's 
Prayer Breakfast of the Massey Place congrega-
tion. • The Ridgemount congregation held a Bap-
tismal service on Sunday evening, Oct. 5. Ron 
Lofthouse also shared about the work of MCC. 
Central 
The Bethel Community congregation held reviv-
al services recently with former pastor, Rev. 
Devon Bontrager, serving as the evangelist. • The 
Christian Union congregation participated in a 
series of seven family life films by James Dobson, 
being shown at a neighboring church beginning on 
Wednesday evening, Oct. 22. 
A nature walk was held by the Highland con-
gregation on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 12. The hike 
was led by Dr. Heise and concluded with coffee 
and hot chocolate. • The Sippo Valley congrega-
tion reports holding a Baptismal Service for six 
persons on Sunday evening, Oct. 12. Three per-
sons were received into fellowship during the 
morning service. 
Midwest 
The Oak Park congregation hosted a Love 
Feast on Sunday afternoon and evening for the 
Dallas Center congregation. Jean Donaldson of 
Wycliffe Bible Translators was the speaker. The 
film, "Survival," was also shown. 
A Progressive Dinner for all adults of the con-
gregation was held by the Mountain View Church 
on Friday evening, Oct. 17.* The Rosebank con-
gregation honored Mr. and Mrs. Harry Helmer 
on Sunday, Oct. 19 for their 50th wedding anni-
versary. Rev. P. W. McBeth held fall revival servi-
ces on Oct. 26-Nov. 2. 
Pacific 
Wayne and Marilyn Bignell were recently taken 
into the Alta Loma congregation and Wayne was 
installed as Minister of Christian Education. A 
time of fellowship was held following the installa-
tion service. 
Six persons were recently received into fellow-
ship by the Labish congregation. • Rev. Robert 
Schuller, Jr. was guest speaker at the Immanuel 
Men's Fellowship Breakfast on Saturday, Oct. 18. 
The Irvine congregation held a special chil-
dren's party on Friday, Oct. 31, as an alternative to 
Halloween. The first anniversary of the church 
was observed on Oct. 5. • The Walnut congrega-
tion held a baptismal service on Sunday, Oct. 19. 
The Wednesday evening circles will be studying 
how the Bible was formed. 
HMm 
James Stauffer Ordination 
Rev. James R. Stauffer was ordained 
to the ministry in the morning worship 
service at the Jemison Valley Brethren 
in Christ Church on September 21. 
Bishop Alvin J. Book (left) presided and 
Dr. Owen H. Alderfer (right), professor 
at Messiah College, delivered the ordi-
nation message. Various church and 
family members also participated. A 
celebration meal followed the service. 
Jim is a graduate of Messiah College 
and Ashland Theological Seminary and 
has been serving for two years at Jemi-
son Valley. He and his wife Jane have 
two children, Janelle and Jeffrey. 
Bike Retreat 
The Morrison, IL church is organ-
izing a retreat on bicycles for the 
summer of 1981. They are working 
with "Out-Spokin," from Elkhart, I N . 
"Out-Spokin" does the planning and 
provides the equipment for bicycle 
trips all over the country. The goal is 
Christian experience and fellowship 
rather than simply the distance 
covered. 
The trip will be sometime in June 
or July 1981, will last 5 days, and will 
be in Illinois and/or Wisconsin. 
If interested, please contact pas-
tor Eric Stanton (815) 772-4871 im-
mediately for more information. 
Refton Raises 150% of 
Fund Drive Goal 
The Ref ton Brethren in Christ Church successfully raised over 
$225,000 recently as part of a $150,000 "Big Step Forward" capital 
fund drive. According to Barry N. Weaver (Center), General 
Chairman of the campaign, these funds are over and above the 
$50,000 already contributed by congregational affiliates prior to the 
fund drive, and will be used for their $350,000 expans ion of Chris-
tian education facilities. 
Carl E. Keefer (Right), U.S. Director of Stewardship and Finance 
for the denominat ion, served as the Stewardship Consultant. Rev. 
John Arthur Brubaker (Left), formerly the Executive Director of 
the Brethren in Christ Board of Christian Education, is the Pastor of 
the Refton congregation. 
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Nearly 70 Cree Indian children live at Montreal 
Lake Children's Home while they attend a nearby 
government school. 
Visiting Mc Childrei 
A guided Urn 
There is nothing "unusual" happen-
ing at the Home today so it's a good time 
to drop in for a short visit. I'm glad you 
are interested in the Home, for I find 
that many Brethren in Christ are not 
even sure where we are located. Mon-
treal Lake Children's Home is located 
on the eastern shore of Montreal Lake, 
about 150 miles north of Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. Oh, it's just about noon. 
The children will soon be running home 
from school on the path through the 
forest. I'd like to be in the dining hall 
when they arrive. 
Today the aroma of fresh homemade 
bread smells so good. There are almost 
forty loaves of golden brown bread cool-
ing on the trays. Here come the children 
now. Most will go to their places at the 
table, but a few, like Angie, will come to 
the kitchen and ask, "Can I help? What's 
for dinner?" 
"It 's soup and sandwiches today, 
Angie, but it's all on the table already. 
Thanks anyway." 
Yes, your comment that it doesn't 
take very long for children to eat dinner 
is true. The guys and girls will help with 
dishes now before they walk the half 
mile back to school. They don't have 
much spare time at noon. 
Let's take a walk down the path to 
visit the school. Our teachers will be 
happy to have us stop in to see what is 
happening. The school is not operated 
by the Home, but by the Provincial 
Government. There are six rooms with 
classes for kindergarten to grade nine. 
Recently the school board upgraded the 
program to include shop for the older 
children and Cree class for everyone. 
Let's stop to watch Alice teach the 
Cree language class for a few minutes. 
It's easy to see that she is Cree and han-
dles her class quietly. The children really 
enjoy this class and learning their native 
tongue. . . . 
Now that we are back at the Home 
and the children are home from school 
for the day, we can visit either the girls' 
or boys', dorm. Let's go to the boys' 
dorm today. Earlier today the women 
did twenty loads of laundry with a wring-
er washer here. The children like visitors 
and it doesn't take them long to learn 
about you, does it? What's your name? 
Are you married? Do you work? How 
much money do you make? 
Oh, tonight is bath and shampoo 
night. The dorm parents have to make 
sure everyone gets a bath and gets clean. 
Yes, our boys are much like yours—they 
need a lot of supervision, especially with 
baths. 
In the dorm each child's life is touched 
many times with love. If we watched 
long enough we'd see a staff member 
listening to a sad story, tending a sore, 
helping with homework, praying with or 
hugging a child. Here there are so many 
opportunities to change a routine chore 
into a loving experience. Well, we must 
move on. . . . 
Next we will walk toward the clinic. 
That's Shirley Ann coming toward us 
on the sidewalk. I get a warm feeling all 
over when she comes and puts that little 
hand into mine. I used to pick her up 
and put her on my lap, but she's getting a 
little big for that now. I know it's an 
expression of love when she does that; 
she responds well when love is given to 
her. Shirley Ann doesn't get much love 
at home, where alcohol is a major prob-
lem. Like Shirley Ann, each child here at 
the Home has an interesting life story— 
some very sad, some good. 
School teacher Alice LaVallee with 
students in Cree class. 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
The new multi-purpose building, dedicated Oct. 
4 ,1980, provides much-needed facilities for the 
Home and Timber Bay community. 
itreal Lake 's Home 
by Ray Sider 
That's the clinic building ahead. Men-
nonite Central Committee assignees have 
served as nurses here since the clinic 
opened in 1975. There is the nurse exam-
ining a child now. It's probably a touch 
of the flu since that's going around. 
Here comes Raymond who lives near-
by the Home. That gash will need some 
sutures. He was riding his bike on a 
homemade ramp and it collapsed. After 
this he will need someone to help fix his 
bike since there is no dad in his home. 
One of the men f rom the Home will do 
that for him. The nurse works both for 
Home and community, dealing with 
routine work daily and emergency calls 
twenty-four hours a day. 
Let's walk to our newest addition. 
Oh! Do you hear that dreadful noise? 
They drive that car so crazily I often 
November 25, 1980 9 
wish the engine would blow up! There 
are so many things that irritate me, but 
God often reminds me of a poem written 
by a Mennonite Central Committee 
worker entitled "Do I Annoy You?" In 
several places that poem touches me 
close to home, especially the last verse: 
Do we annoy you? 
Is the sky blue? 
Yes, I'm annoyed! 
But Christ says, "love them," so I do. 
I pray, "God, help me love those guys 
with the noisy car," and He does. 
The new gym is just about ready to 
open. We need it so much in the ministry 
to our seventy children and the com-
munity. Can't you imagine it? Basket-
ball, volleyball, floor hockey, to name a 
few, during those long, cold winter 
months. It's 60' x 100' and is well insu-
lated for year-round use. We're so happy 
for it. 
I see the children going to the chapel 
for Good News Club. Over a hundred 
children and adults meet in the little 
chapel. The children just love the games 
and singing in these club meetings. 
Notice that as the story is told, the group 
becomes more serious. Tonight a few 
stayed to pray about something in their 
lives. The leader is excited because one 
older fellow was touched by Christ. It 
was a good night. . . . 
Let's sit here on the rail for a minute. 
I'd like to share a few things with you 
before you go. . . . 
(left) Since 1975, MCC assignees have 
staffed the Home's clinic. Here 
Dianne Eby helps a young patient, 
(right) "There are so many opportuni-
ties to turn a routine chore into 
a loving experience." 
Our work here at the Home some-
times becomes routine. We get caught 
up with feelings much like Martha's in 
her dedication to serve. Pray that we will 
be spiritually refreshed every day at the 
feet of Jesus, as Mary was. Staff members 
who have children must also care for the 
needs of their families. Pray that they 
will have strength and wisdom. Many 
young lives will be changed by Christ's 
love reflected through the Home staff. 
About the author: Ray Sider, with his wife 
Sandy and four daughters lives at Montreal 
Lake Children's Home where he serves as 
superintendent. 
Moderators Seek More 
Accountability 
A proposed Bible conference in 1982 
may become a forum for North Ameri-
can Mennonites and Brethren in Christ 
to test their relations with the multitude 
of church-related agencies that describe 
themselves as "inter-Mennonite." 
That possibility emerged at the annual 
meeting of the Council of Moderators 
and Secretaries, held Sept. 26 in Denver, 
Colorado. The council is a low-profile 
assembly of heads of the Mennonite, 
General Conference, Mennonite Breth-
ren and Brethren in Christ churches. Al-
though it has met annually for the past 
decade or so, it has never been a very 
visible force partly because its member-
ship changes frequently as new modera-
tors are chosen by the constituent de-
nominations. That lack of continuity 
has made it difficult for the council to 
systematically address matters that con-
cern all four member groups. 
Its low visibility, though, may be 
about to change. Noting that their pur-
pose had once been described as being 
"an inter-Mennonite counseling body to 
which inter-Mennonite bodies could re-
late," the council seemed determined to 
more firmly establish itself as a sounding 
board that could give guidance to inter-
Mennonite cooperation in Canada and 
the U.S. 
Initially the chief agenda item at the 
meeting had been to finalize plans for an 
inter-Mennonite Bible conference to be 
held in the summer of 1982. The topic— 
"The Church: the Wisdom of God" 
based on the Book of Ephesians—and a 
series of Bible expositors from the spon-
soring denominations had been agreed 
on. The conference was intended to be a 
Bible study, rather than an issue-oriented 
meeting. In the words of one member, 
"We want to let the issues arise out of the 
study of the Word." 
Questions were raised, however, as to 
how the council would attract people to 
such a conference. Aside from its inter-
Mennonite makeup, what would be dis-
tinctive about it, asked council chair-
man Henry Dick, moderator of the 
North American Mennonite Brethren 
conference. 
Ivan Kauffmann, general secretary of 
the Mennonite Church general board, 
noted that Mennonites relate busily in 
their inter-Mennonite programs, and 
they should relate in Bible study too. 
"Studying the Bible together as different 
Mennonite groups ought to be a priority 
for us," he said. 
But would people be willing to spend 
money to come to a conference that 
didn't have a more practical focus? Rea-
listically speaking, probably not, said 
one member. Ross Bender, moderator-
elect of the Mennonite Church, added 
that many people might say, "It's a very 
nice idea, but I don't think I want to go." 
A related concern, that the Menno-
nite and BIC constituencies lack a clear 
Rallies Planned by MCC East Coast 
The recently-organized MCC East 
Coast is initiating seven different MCC 
rallies within the eastern states during 
the next 12 months. The rallies are 
designed to provide a time and place for 
people to come together to learn, share, 
and celebrate what God has done and is 
doing among them both in MCC involve-
ments and other inter-Mennonite ven-
tures of faith. 
MCC East Coast's first MCC Day 
was November 15, at the Belleville 
Mennonite School. All Mennonite, 
Brethren in Christ and Amish member 
churches in the greater Big Valley area 
were invited to attend. 
The program, lasting from 9:30 to 
3:30, focused on the theme "Using God's 
Gifts in His Service." J. Wilmer Heisey, 
chairman of MCC East Coast and 
Executive Secretary of Brethren in Christ 
Missions, was the key speaker. 
A simple noon meal consisting of 
bean soup and half moon pies was 
served in remembrance of world hunger. 
Special music by the Shepherd's Quartet 
and the Big Valley Chorus, and informal 
sharing via a roving microphone were 
scheduled highlights of the rally, along 
with a filmstrip entitled "MCC in a 
World of Need." 
Displays featured the work of the 
Mennonite Central Committee and the 
Thrift and Gift Shop in Belleville, PA. 
MCC East Coast is initiating six 
other MCC Day rallies. On February 28 
a rally will be held in Chambersburg, 
Pa., at the Chambersburg Mennonite 
Church, with afternoon and evening 
sessions, and an evening meal being 
planned. 
On March 21, in the Sarasota, Fla., 
area, a rally will be held, with morning 
and afternoon sessions and a lunch as 
part of the agenda. 
During the first half of 1981 similar 
rallies will be held in the Souderton, Pa., 
area, in Virginia—quite likely in the 
Harrisonburg area—and in the Lancas-
ter, Pa., area. In the fall of 1981 one will 
be held in New York state. 
The different rallies, though planned 
by local committees and centering on 
different themes, will have certain ele-
ments in common: 1) Each rally will 
share information about the world-wide 
work of MCC. 2) Each rally will chal-
lenge participants to respond—in ser-
vice, prayer, or in other forms of sup-
port. 3) Time will be given for local 
participants to share how they are work-
ing together in Kingdom work. Thrift 
shop volunteers, relief sale volunteers, 
Mennonite Disaster Service workers, 
meat canning volunteers and MCC 
alumni—all will have an opportunity to 
celebrate their personal experiences or 
voice their concerns. 
If persons on the East Coast want to 
learn more about how MCC works, 
both at home and abroad, catch the 
spirit behind the many volunteers who 
carry out the MCC program, and fellow-
ship with mission-concerned brothers 
and sisters and celebrate with them what 
God is doing among us—they should 
plan to attend one of these rallies. 
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umbrella organization to hold account-
able the more then 100 agencies that 
carry on programs on their behalf, gave 
rise to a suggestion that such a Bible 
conference could focus on the church's 
mission but have a strong tie-in with the 
work of its inter-Mennonite agencies. 
How ready are these agencies to listen 
to us and take direction from us, asked 
one member. It was pointed out that 
officials of nearly 20 of the largest inter-
Mennonite bodies had welcomed and 
attended a previous "accountability ses-
sion" several years ago. 
On a motion f rom Glendon Blosser, 
Mennonite Church moderator, it was 
agreed to revamp the Bible conference 
format to include "a review of the work 
of inter-Mennonite agencies." The secre-
taries of the four groups will fine-tune 
the new format and finalize speakers, 
dates and location for the 1982 con-
ference. 
Another key item of discussion was 
the need fo r a more au thor i ta t ive 
umbrella group to represent the com-
bined Mennonite fellowship in North 
America. Groups like Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee have tended to assume 
this role by default, said Ross Bender, 
who suggested formation of a "federa-
tion" of North American Mennonites 
that would be open to all Mennonite 
groups, not just the four represented by 
the council. 
The need for a combined voice of 
North American Mennonites was high-
lighted by visitor Paul Krayill, executive 
secretary of the Mennonite World Con-
ference. He cited a request from a group 
of students f rom several Mennonite 
denominations who had wanted a joint 
identity or symbol to represent them at 
the Urbana missions conference last 
December. Who should handle such a 
request, the world conference or the 
Council of Moderators and Secretaries, 
Kraybill asked. 
Council members recognized the need 
for an umbrella organization to handle 
such matters, but felt their group lacked 
the continuity of membership to do so. 
"I think we should do it, but we're not 
set up for it," said Bender. 
At meeting's end the matter was left 
unresolved. But a consensus emerged 
that North American Mennonites may 
be on the verge of needing and wanting a 
clearer joint voice in the future, and the 
Council of Moderators and Secretaries 
may be the right group to become that 
voice. 
Wally Kroeker for Meetinghouse (an inter-Men-
nonite and Brethren in Christ editors' group). 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Burkholder: Andrew Christian, born Oct. 8, to 
Sherman and Tina Burkholder, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Cook: Brent Michael, born Sept. 20, to Hal 
and Cindra Cook, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Cook: Craig Michael, born Sept. 15, to Mick 
and Lanise Cook, Mountain View congregation, 
Co. 
Gambini: Jona than Gabriel, born Sept. 12, to 
Jim and Wendy Gambini, Grantham congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Gills: Daniel Edward, born Sept. 22, to Steve 
and Susan Gills, Fairview Avenue congregation, 
Pa. 
Kipe: Kimberly Marie, born Sept. 20, to Mary 
and Frank Kipe, Santa Ana, Ca. 
Newcomer: Joy Leanne, born Sept. 18, to 
Steve and Christ Newcomer, Fairview Avenue 
congregation, Pa. 
Peckman: Pamela Sue, born Oct. 4, to Gerald 
and Nancy Peckman. Chambersburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Pittman: Amy Renee, born Oct. 4, to Stan and 
Sherryl Pittman, Mountain View congregation, 
Co. 
Seats: David Lee Jr., born Sept. 19, to David 
and Jessie Seats, Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Webb: Catharine Francis, born Sept. 22, to 
Fred and Sandy Webb. Bridlewood congregation, 
Ont. 
Weddings 
Bledsoe-Marston: Linda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill Marston and Kelly, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marius Bledsoe, June 14, in the Buckeye Church 
of the Brethren with Rev. David Wine officiating. 
Dixon-Bundy: Katharine Ann, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. George Bundy, Mt. Joy, Pa., and Lester 
Jay, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifton R. Dixon, Nov. 
8, in the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church. 
Duke-Bailey: Denise Bailey and Tony Duke, 
Oct. 11, in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church. 
Hiebert-Welch: Deborah Lynn, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Welch, Port Burwell, Ont., 
and Duane Alan, foster son of Rev. and Mrs. D. 
Maurice Moore, Meath Park, Sask., July 19, in 
the Montreal Lake Chapel with Rev. Moore and 
Rev. Howard Rensberry officiating. 
Hoover-Frahm: Nina Frahmand Evan Hoover, 
Jan. 3, with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Hufford-Myers: Rose Marie Myers and Rick 
Hufford, Oct. 18, in the Manheim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Charlie Byers officiating. 
Longenecker-Wuthnow: Marcia, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Rolland Wuthnow and Lyle, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Longenecker, Aug. 31, in 
the Zion Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Marston-Bledsoe: Marilyn, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marius Bledsoe, and Dennis, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Marston, Sept. 10, in the Zion 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kevin Ryan 
and Rev. David Wine officiating. 
Marston-Bledsoe: Wava, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marius Bledsoe, and Ray, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill Marston, May 28, 1979, in the Buckeye 
Church of the Brethren with Rev. David Wine 
officiating. 
Reesor-Witner: Miriam, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Witner, Columbiana, Oh., and Jay, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Reesor, Magnetawan, 
Ont., Sept. 20, in the Midway Mennonite Church, 
Columbiana, with Rev. Ernest Martin and Rev. 
Maurice Martin officiating. 
Sider-EJay: Laura Jean, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. John Day, and Craig Edison, son of Rev. 
and Mrs. Roy V. Sider, Aug. 31, in the Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Slabaugh-Dawson: Donna, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Dawson, Cincinnati, Oh., and 
Roman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roman Slabaugh. 
Dalton, Oh., Oct. 18, in the Montgomery Com-
munity Baptist Church. Cincinnati, with Rev. 
Wendell Metteyand Rev. Paul Z. Hess officiating. 
Stucky-Bledsoe: Maria Jo, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marius Bledsoe, and Donavan, son of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stucky, Nov. 10, 1979, 
in the Zion Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Wuthnow-Wedman: Sharon Kay, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Wedman, and Daniel, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Rolland Wuthnow, Oct. 4, in the 
Immaculate Conception Church with Rev. Wil-
liam Wheeler officiating. 
Zook-Brubaker: Letha, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. A. Hess Brubaker, Newburg, Pa., and Jim, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Zook, Mt. Joy, Pa., Oct. 
5, in the Kenbrook Retreat Center, with Rev. Dale 
H. Engle, Rev. Ken Letner, and Rev. Eugene 
Wingert officiating. 
Obituaries 
Anderson: Ivar Curtis Anderson, born March 
31, 1902, in Clifton, Ks„ died Sept. 23, 1980. In 
1930 he married Linnea Anderson who survives. 
Also surviving are a daughter, Mrs. Elaine Nor-
man; a grandson; a brother, G. J. Anderson; and 
several nephews. Rev. Ron Freeman and Rev. 
Henry Landis conducted a memorial service in the 
Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was in the Burdick Mission Cemetery. 
Barker: Donald A. Barker, born April 17, 1915 
in Jamaica, died June 26, 1980, in Toronto, Ont. 
He is survived by his wife, Ellen; five daughters: 
Phyllis, Hazel, Sheilah, Jean, and Grace; two sons: 
Stanley and Carlton; and nine grandchildren. He 
was a member of the Bridlewood congregation 
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Leonard J. Chester and Rev. Henry White. 
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"Summer 
Service 
is people, 55 
says Charlotte Welmer, 
a Summer Service volunteer who served at 
Camp Lakeview, Goodrich, Michigan. 
"The camp situation brings out a special openness 
and closeness in people that you find nowhere else. 
Perhaps it is because everyone goes to camp knowing it 
is a short term, temporary time of fellowship. The 
workers and the campers grow together quickly. This 
togetherness then opens the door for witnessing. 
"Christian fellowship was a big part of my enjoyment. 
Christians really need each other for support and love. 
When you work with a big group they become like your 
family, and that's what happened." 
Valerie Hanna, Mile High Pines 
"God taught me how to depend on Him. He'll work 
things out the way He wants them to be and He wants 
what is best for us." 
Karen Brubaker, Camp Lakeview 
"Kids you help and want to make smile." Campers at 
Camp Lakeview. 
"Leaders you respect and want to work for." (Camp 
Director, Charlie Kauffman with a camper at Camp 
Lakeview.) 
"God gave up much for us. We should be will ing to 
help Him by giving up time for others." 
Davy Bu, Camp Lakeview 
"The nice people at Camp Lakeview are a good influ-
ence in building up a person's confidence as a Christian." 
Rick Short, Camp Lakeview 
"I was allowed to test myself in relationships with 
others, with staff members, and to let my light shine for 
the Lord." 
Rhonda Coffey, Mile High Camp 
"It was one of the best times of my life. The knowl-
edge I gained and the people I met made the trip totally 
worthwhile." 
Timothy Peck, Mile High Camp 
"Other team members were great! They were fun and 
it made the work seem less like work." 
Loretta Bert, Messiah Village 
"I know how the residents enjoy having someone to 
talk to and like people taking them places for walks and 
for visits. I liked talking with them and being around just 
to be their friend." 
Yvonne DiGiovanni, Messiah Village 
"I realized my work was worthwhile. Some of the 
older people lived from day to day waiting for that 
special girl who would read to them for fifteen minutes." 
Jolene Byer, Messiah Village 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
"My recent visit to San Francisco for 
three weeks were the most educa-
tional weeks I've ever spent any-
where. I met new friends, saw differ-
ent cultures, and served the Lord at 
the same time." 
Greg Bolkin 
"My Summer Service experience was 
great. I gained new knowledge about 
Christ and was drawn closer to Him. 
I gained a lot of friendships and 
strengthened old ones. The best 
thing about Summer Service is the 
love shared with each other." 
Jeff Haarer 
Would you do it again? 
"Yes, I would do it again but for a longer period of time. 
Praise the Lord." 
Mary Anne Miller, Mile High Pines Camp 
"I 'm glad that I had a chance to work here if only for two 
weeks." 
Sue Long, Messiah Village 
"Yes, I am considering it, but I recommend taking work 
clothes rather than good clothes, especially at camps." 
Susan Zook, Camp Lakeview 
"I have decided to come again next year. Volunteer 
work is not working for nothing, it is working and not 
being paid money." 
Jeffrey G. Garis, Messiah Village 
"The single most important thing I learned was how to 
be a servant." 
Jolene Byer, Messiah Village 
Thank You 
Roy Zeigler, Assistant Administrator of Messiah Vil-
lage, writes: 
"We want to cooperate with the Board of Christian 
Education again next year in providing a place for 
young people to learn the concept of service to the Lord 
and the church." 
Susan Zook, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania writes: 
"Thanks for making it possible for students to serve 
others." 
Summer Service is a volunteer and service opportunity 
for young people. It is sponsored by the BOARD OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION in cooperation with Chris-
tian organizations willing to offer opportunities for ser-
vice to youth. 
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"I praise God for Summer Service. 
This was my second summer at the 
Life Line Mission, San Francisco. 
When I returned from my assign-
ment, I really felt great. I had a feel-
ing that I had helped someone and 
my spiritual life had grown from my 
experience. 
"I think Summer Service is a real 
neat program, and I plan on serving 
next summer." 
Mike Stroup 
Summer Service Participants—1980 
Camp Lakeview 
Charlotte Weimer, Souderton, PA (Souderton) 
Susan Zook, Chambersburg, PA (Air Hill) 
Rick Short, West Milton, OH (Highland) 
Karen Brubaker, Arcanum, OH (Fairview) 
Doug Bundenthal, West Milton, OH (Highland) 
Kenbrook Camp 
Celesta Mummau, Mount Joy, PA (Mt. Pleasant) 
Beth Hock, Elizabethtown, PA (Elizabethtown) 
Jeff Haarer, Hagerstown, MD (Van Lear) 
Gregory Wahl, Elizabethtown, PA (Elizabethtown) 
Life Line Mission 
Gregory Botkin, Springfield, OH (Beulah Chapel) 
Mike Stroup, Springfield, OH (Beulah Chapel) 
Jean Smith, Souderton, PA (Souderton) 
Messiah Village 
Jeffrey Garis, Hatfield, PA (Souderton) 
Yvonne DiGiovanni, Newville, PA (Green Springs) 
Loretta Bert, Connellsville, PA (Searights) 
Jolene Byer, Upland, CA (Upland) 
Sue Long, Clarence Center, NY (Clarence Center) 
Mile High Pines 
Angela Riggleman, Elizabethtown, PA (Elizabethtown) 
Rhonda Coffey, Abilene, KS (Zion) 
Timothy Peck, Waynesboro, PA (Five Forks) 
Delbert Turman, Waynesboro, PA (Five Forks) 
Mary Ann Miller, Englewood, OH (Fairview) 
Valerie Hanna, Ontario, CA (Ontario) 
Lori Ann Haun, Lockport, NY (Clarence Center) 
Navajo Mission 
Anita Waldron, Springfield, OH (Beulah Chapel) 
Linda Kuhn, Clarence, NY (Clarence Center) 
Curtis Heise, Ontario, CA (Chino) 
Spring Lake Retreat 
Dennis Meyer, Jr., Cincinnati, OH (Western Hills) 
Carolyn Meyers, Greencastle, PA (Antrim) 
Lydia Ketner, Saxton, PA (Saxton) 
Religious News 
November 23-30, National Bible 
Week, calls attention to the need for 
printing and distributing God's Word 
across the world. Pictured is some of 
the work of the Bible Society of 
India, which this year will produce 
and distribute 100 million scriptures 
for a population exceeding 600 mil-
lion persons speaking 1,652 lan-
guages and dialects. Here, Tamil 
New Reader Scripture Portions are 
offered to passengers on a subur-
ban train in southeast India. (Photo 




Unprecedented crowds in Japanese 
Christian history broke records for atten-
dance in Tokyo when a capacity crowd 
of 43,000 braved cold winds in Kora-
kuen Stadium for the final meeting of 
the Japan Billy Graham Crusade and 
more than eleven percent of them re-
sponded to the invitation to receive 
Christ as Savior. In every city during the 
October 4-26, six-city evangelistic tour, 
Crusade crowds broke records for atten-
dance for any event of any kind in most 
of the stadiums and arenas. 
Japanese men, traditionally resistant 
to the Christian message, made deci-
sions for Christ in exceptional numbers 
with the largest number of inquirers 
between the ages of 19-30, indicating a 
turn from what surveys had shown as no 
religious interest among sixty percent of 
the people in this nation where only one 
percent of the 120 million population 
professes to be Christian. 
Donald Hoke, founder of Tokyo 





The Christian Holiness Association 
will host its 113th annual convention at 
the Blue Grass Convention Center/ 
Ramada Inn, Louisville, Kentucky, 
April 21-23, 1981. The theme for this 
year's convention will be "Holiness for 
the Healing of the People." 
Featured speakers include Dr. David 
Seamands, pastor of the Wilmore, Ken-
tucky, United Methodist Church; Dr. 
Frank B. Stanger, president of Asbury 
Theological Seminary; and Rev. John 
E. Hendrickson, pastor of the Spring 
Arbor College Free Methodist Church 
in Michigan. The Bible teacher for the 
morning sessions will be Commissioner 
Arthur Pitcher, of the Salvation Army. 
A wide range of seminars, workshops, 
and music is being planned. Special 
seminars will focus on conducting and 
promoting camp meetings, and also 
resources available for the initiation and 
structuring of Christian day-schools for 
holiness churches and denominations. 
Heritage Tour 
CHA, in cooperation with Western 
Evangelical Seminary, Portland, Ore-
gon, will sponsor a comprehensive holi-
ness heritage tour to England, May 28-
June 7, 1981. The trip will include 
Wesleyan, Quaker, and Salvation Army 
sites. Lodging will be provided by Hil-
denborough Hall in Kent County, just 
south of London. Departure points via 
Pan Am include Portland, Chicago, and 
New York. For more information con-
tact the CHA central office, 7 Lawrence 
Avenue, Stanhope, New Jersey 07874, 
or phone 201-347-1272. 
International Congress on World Evan-
gelization in Lausanne said, "The thrill 
of seeing hundreds stream from the 
grandstands in response to Billy Gra-
ham's invitation choked my throat and 
moistened my eyes. Uncharacteristically 
a middle-aged woman ran from the 
stands to be the first of the more than 
1,450 who responded to his first message 
in Tokyo. 
"I'd seen this happen many times in 
the United States but the significance is 
much deeper in Japan where the popu-
' lation is still 99 percent non-Christian. 
As Graham emphasized in his difficult 
invitations, stepping out for Christ here 
may well mean literally leaving father 
and mother, houses and lands in this 
deeply family oriented culture. As he 
urged them to go on to baptism and 
identification with a local church, I 
reflected how vulnerable these would be 
to ostracism and ridicule." 
Persecution of Christians is still in the 
memory of many people in Japan . 
Newspaper historical studies tell of Jap-
anese Christians being boiled alive or 
having spears run through their bodies 
to form a cross. Not until 1873 was the 
law repealed which forbade the practice 
of persecuting Christians. Prior to that, 
rewards were offered to people who 
would inform on secret Christians. 
In Osaka, where a crowd of 29,000 
overflowed the 25,000 seat Nissei Sta-
dium, Masuru Kishi, Governor of the 
Osaka Prefecture, said to Billy Graham, 
"Two thousand years ago Jesus Christ 
was born. Why is only one percent of 
Japan Christian? I think it is because 
Christians have not made their message 
clear." In his messages Billy Graham 
said, "I want to make the teachings of 
Jesus so clear that every one of you will 
understand." The Reverend Ken Horiu-
chi, who received more than 300 refer-
rals to his church from the Osaka Cru-
sade said, "A University student who 
heard the Gospel for the first time at the 
Crusade received Christ as his Savior 
and was in church twice on Sunday, and 
each of the early morning prayer meet-
ings on Monday, Tuesday, and Thurs-
day." 
Canadian missionary, Kenneth Mc-
Vety, who has worked in Japan for 
thirty-one years said, "I feel that these 
Crusades are going to have a tremen-
dous impact on the churches of Japan. 
People are realizing that their Japanese 
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fellow countrymen are winnable. And 
the Reverend Koji Honda, Japan's lead-
ing evangelist and Crusade Executive 
Committee Chairman said, "I'm grate-
ful for the clear messages Billy Graham 
is giving. The messages are reaching 
through to the hearts of the people. As a 
result of these Crusades there is a new 
spirit of evangelism developing through-
out Japan." 
The evangelist who had an opportun-
ity to present the Gospel to Japan's 
Prime Minister Suzuki and explain how 
he had become a Christian, proclaimed 
at each Crusade meeting the message of 
the cross and resurrection. Billy Gra-
ham told the audiences, "You must put 
your full trust in Christ and Him alone 
for your salvation. You must be willing 
to follow Him and serve Him no matter 
what the cost. You may have family 
difficulties. You will have to face that, or 
you may have difficulties with friends or 
people in business. But you must say 
"Yes I am willing to face it and do any-
thing to have Christ in my life." 
A 65-year-old follower of Soka-gakkai 
responded to the invitation to forsake all 
other gods and follow Christ as only 
Savior and Lord and said, "As I was 
listening to him, tears came out of my 
eyes. I fully learned that the God of love 
lives." 
In Osaka a 71-year-old man, leaning 
on the arms of two teenage granddaugh-
ters, came forward to make a decision to 
accept Christ. While his granddaughters 
wept he told a counselor, "This is the 
first time I have understood the Chris-
tian message." 
Tokyo Crusade General Chairman, 
the Reverend Nakaichi Ando, seeing the 
crowds of men and women of all ages 
responding to the evangelist's call to fol-
low Christ, commented, "Today we are 
seeing God's harvest. We have got to be 
faithful in walking with the Lord as he 
brings in this harvest." 
To continue that harvest, Japanese 
church leaders are enlisting 100,000 
prayer companions across the nation: 
launching programs to help the churches 
train the new believers: integrating Cru-
sade methods such as Operation Andrew 
to continue winning people and are 
scheduling a Congress on Evangelism in 
June 1982. 
Nat ional Crusade Chai rman, the 
Reverend Yukio Nagashima summar-
ized what he saw happening in Japan, 
"The wave of evangelism we are seeing is 
like a tree that has been planted. In the 
days ahead it is going to grow, spread 
and prosper." 
Editorial 
Things fall apart 
Believe it or not, each of us has experienced first-hand the Second Law of 
Thermodynamics. I've been told that in layman's terms, this law simply 
states that physical things tend to disorder. Or even more simply, "things fall 
apart." Our family station wagon has learned of this law and is putting it into 
practice. Fenders are rusting, tires wearing out, the transmission is getting 
noisy. The starter is beginning to growl, brakes are beginning to squeal, and 
the heater broke last week (on "hot"). Witliout preventive maintenance, a 
shiny new car (or in our case, a shiny used car) soon becomes a rusty bucket 
of bolts. (Even with the best maintenance, an Aspen does not live forever.) 
"Things fall apart." This describes what often happens in interpersonal 
relationships. Two persons I know were close friends for years. Then one 
took a job several hours' drive away. At first they were careful to maintain 
close contact. But gradually the one who moved became involved in a new 
set of activities. Their weekend visits became less frequent. There was no 
major disagreement, no argument, but their friendship began to fall apart 
because of a lack of "maintenance." 
Without careful attention, almost every relationship can wither and die. 
Parents, busy with careers, lose touch with their growing children. Husbands 
and wives take each other for granted. Even our personal devotional life can 
drift into a joyless act perfunctorily performed (or perhaps even discarded), 
lacking any sense of real fellowship with the Lord. 
In the life of the church, things also sometimes "fall apart." Consider the 
congregation which at one point had a strong sense of cohesiveness, a shared 
vision and purpose. They worked as a team in meeting the goal they had set 
together. But now people are beginning to focus inwardly, not outward in 
mission. Petty issues come to the forefront. The earlier sense of teamwork 
has been replaced by a spirit of criticism and competition. The earlier 
dependence on God's resources to meet the challenge has been replaced by 
complacency, self-sufficiency and spiritual pride. Life together as brothers 
and sisters is falling apart. 
That things fall apart should come as no surprise. Scripture is full of 
accounts where relationships crumbled, beginning with the alienation from 
God experienced in the Garden of Eden. Long is the list of broken relation-
ships following that. 
Hope comes, however, in learning that God, in the midst of our defeat and 
brokenness, comes to us offering love and forgiveness, healing and restora-
tion. The Bible is not simply a panorama of the failures of men and women, 
but is a history of God's acts of redemption. Chief of these is the coming of 
Jesus Christ, who as risen Lord touches our broken lives, restoring us to 
fellowship with God and with one another. 
Who of us does not know the reality of "things falling apart"? The good 
news is that each of us can experience the reality of God's renewing grace. 
Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. . . . 
Even youths grow tired and weary, 
and young men stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. 
(Isaiah 40:28, 30-31, NIV) I 
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Brother and Sister Ginder in the 
doorway of their home on Hellam 
Drive, ready to leave for Messiah 
Village. 
"They shall walk 
and not faint" 
(Isaiah 40:31) 
C. W. Boyer 
I am not sure when I heard for the 
first time the remark by Henry Ginder, 
quoting someone who said that since the 
Ginders live so close to Messiah Village, 
when they get ready to move, they could 
just pick up their cane and suit case and 
hand in hand limp across the highway to 
the Village. 
On April 10, soon after the Ginders' 
return f rom their mission to Africa, 
Brother Ginder gave an inspiring, stir-
ring message here at Messiah Village, 
telling of their contact with the work in 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and London. It was 
at this service that Sister Ginder showed 
the cane, carved f rom teak wood, which 
she had purchased at a souvenir shop at 
Victoria Falls, and which she had car-
ried all the way home. (She had kept it 
unwrapped, Brother Ginder said, so she 
would not be suspected of carrying a 
concealed weapon.) I wouldn't be sur-
prised if Brother Ginder would preach a 
sermon some time based on the interest-
ing symbolisms carved into this unique 
and truly remarkable piece of crafts-
manship. 
In conversation with the Ginders after 
the service, inquiring about their plans 
for moving to the Village, Brother Ginder 
informed me that their cottage was pro-
gressing satisfactorily, and that their 
moving date had already been set for 
August 19. So, why not, I suggested, 
make the above prediction come true— 
pick up your cane and suit case and 
make your way across the highway to 
the village? Brother Ginder agreed. 
But obviously it would have been a 
little unfair, not to say unkind, to ask the 
Ginders, on their busy moving day, to 
walk the three-tenths of a mile f rom 
their former home on Hellam Drive to 
their new cottage at 611 Hemlock Hill, 
Messiah Village. But they did walk part 
of the way; and I can tell you that they 
did it in high spirits, with characteristic 
good humor, and with no sign of limp-
ing or fainting. 
There is another part of this same 
verse, "they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles," which might also be sugges-
tive of the Ginders' life-style. On this 
same day, August 19, Brother Ginder 
took to the wings of U.S. Air for Can-
ada, where he spoke at the Niagara 
Holiness Campmeeting, returning the 
next day, August 20, for the auction sale 
of their surplus household effects. 
So, the Ginders are now with us, and 
we extend to them a warm welcome to 
the fellowship of the Messiah Village 
family. Yes, we are happy to have them 
with us; but with their busy (I almost 
said, hectic!) schedule, we are not sure 
how much of the time they will be here 
in person, and how much of the time 
they will be here only "in spirit." In 
either case, we shall feel and enjoy the 
warmth of their presence. 
I am sure the first part of the above 
verse has also been true in the lives of 
Brother and Sister Ginder: "They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength"; and this, doubtless, has been 
the secret of their usefulness, through 
the years, to the cause of Christ and the 
church. May God give them many more 
years of such usefulness! 
Henry and Martha Ginder have given a 
lifetime of service to the church. Retiring in 
1978 as Bishop of the Allegheny Conference, 
Brother Ginder now travels across the church 
on behalf of Messiah College and the Board 
for Missions, as well as speaking in retreats 
and spiritual growth services. 
The author, C. W. Boyer, has been active 
in congregational and brotherhood life for 
over 50 years. 
